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Letter from the Elders
Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of Agros Church! Membership and
commitment to a local Church body is an important part of the Christian life and one much
neglected/misunderstood in our time. The Church of Jesus Christ is His body here on earth and is
made up of the visible and invisible Church worldwide. The visible Church is wherever
professing believers gather together to worship the Lord, study His word, fellowship, dwell in
unity and serve one another. The invisible Church are those members of Christ’s Church that are
true believers.
Membership is a voluntary commitment by Church attendees to hold to the beliefs taught at a
particular Church body, submit themselves to the spiritual guidance and discipline of the elders
of that body, serve and be served by the other members in the Church, and reach the immediate
community and the entire world with the gospel of Jesus Christ through personal evangelism and
missions.
Agros Church exists to respond to God’s mercy by:
“glorifying God and magnifying Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit through teaching the
whole counsel of God biblically, responding in worship to Him passionately, discipling His
people lovingly, and reaching the lost faithfully.”
In order to become a committed member of Agros Church you must be a believer in Jesus Christ,
able to give testimony to a changed life through faith in Christ’s death and resurrection and must
have been baptized upon profession of faith or be willing to do so. We follow a membership
process that is intended to educate you about Agros Church and our expectations of members
(which equips us to build more effective and intimate relationships with our members, so that we
may better love and serve one another).
In this packet, you will find: a checklist for our membership process; a membership application
and commitment form; an excerpt from our constitution detailing membership covenant and
expectations of membership; and a copy of our mission statement and statement of faith.
We are excited and honored that you would consider making Agros Church your spiritual home
and guide through membership! “To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” (1Tim. 1:17 ESV)
SOLI DEO GLORIA
January 15th 2018
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Agros Church Prospective Membership Checklist

  Become familiar with the beliefs and Church governance of Agros Church
(our statement of faith and by-laws can be found on our website www.agroschurch.com/what-webelieve.html and www.agroschurch.com/bylaws.html; you can also set up a meeting with our
elders for further enquiries, questions or clarifications).

Date Completed :

  Participate in a Membership Interview with the elders of Agros Church (at
this interview, you will need to bring a completed Membership Application and Commitment
Form [which will be explained further in this document]).

Date Completed :

  Provide a written copy of your testimony to the elders (1-2 pages maximum).
Date Completed :

  Partake of the ordinance of believer’s baptism if applicable.
Date Completed :

  Be brought before Church on the Lord’s day to exchange commitments.
Date Completed :
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Membership Application
Agros Church, Gilbert, AZ
Date of Interview :

Name :
Date of Birth :

Occupation :
Address :
Telephone Number :
Marital Status (circle):

Email :
single

Children:
Name(s)

married

divorced

Birthdate(s)

Previous Church Membership (include reasons for leaving):

Baptism :
Date :
Interests/ Experience/ Skill for Service :

Comments/ Questions :

Location :

widow
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Agros Church Membership Commitment
I
understand that Agros Church has adopted a
Constitution and Bylaws as policies for church life. I have read these documents as well as the
church’s Statement of Faith. I understand that this church is governed by these documents, and I
hereby, willingly and of my own accord, do agree to be bound by the policies and procedures set
forth in them. Furthermore, I understand that this membership commitment can be terminated at
any time on my part and by Agros Church under due procedure.

Date :

Name (printed)

Signature

Address
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Agros Church Membership Expectations1

ARTICLE IV
Members
Section One: Requirements for Members
Any person who professes repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, who has been
baptized upon profession of his faith, and who expresses substantial agreement with the doctrines, aims, and
government of this church shall be eligible for membership. If the applicant has been a member of another
evangelical church, a letter of inquiry into his or her standing with that church can be sent before final
acceptance is made. Furthermore, Christians of other fellowships may be admitted to membership on a case by
case basis by the elders.
A. CONFESSION OF FAITH - Any person who meets the above-mentioned requirements shall request
membership to the Pastor or one of the other Elders. The Elders shall then fix a time and place for meeting
with the applicant who shall attend and be questioned as to his or her basic Christian experience, doctrinal
beliefs, and seriousness of intention to wholeheartedly support the total ministry of this church.
B. BY LETTER - Any person desiring to unite with this church upon letter of recommendation from another
evangelical church shall present such letter to the Eldership and shall be examined concerning his or her
Christian experience, doctrinal beliefs, and seriousness of intention to wholeheartedly support the total
ministry of this church.
Section Two: Forms of Membership
A. REGULAR - All who are received into the membership of the church on the above-mentioned conditions
shall be considered members in good standing until such status is changed by one of the conditions set forth in
Article IV, Section 4.
B. OTHER - The membership status of invalids, Christian workers, and others whose relationship to the
church involves abnormal circumstances, shall be determined in each case by the action of the Eldership,
subject to the approval of the congregation.
Section Three: Procedure in Receiving New Members
The names of persons applying for church membership will be announced to the congregation in the church
bulletin one week in advance of their examination by the Elders to allow time for any objections against the
membership of such persons to be shared privately with the Pastor or Elders. If, and when, the pastor and
Elders are satisfied that an applicant has met the requirements for membership, they shall then present the
applicant to the congregation at a regular Sunday Service, at which time the church members who possess
voting privileges will then express their desire with regard to the reception of the candidate. Reception of
members shall be recorded in the church minutes under "special Membership Meeting."
Section Four: Termination of Membership
A. BY DISMISSAL - Letters of dismissal shall be granted by the Eldership to members who apply for them
provided they are in good standing and not subject to or under discipline at the time of application. When such

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1

This information can also be found on our website at www.agroschurch.com/bylaws.html

8
letters have been granted, the relationship to this church shall be considered terminated. Letters of dismissal
shall be given only to other evangelical churches.
B. BY EXCLUSION—If a member is habitually absent from the stated meetings of this church without just
cause, or requests severance of membership, he may be excluded from the membership at the discretion of the
eldership.
C. BY EXCOMMUNICATION—It is right and in harmony with the Scriptures for the congregation, upon
recommendation of the Eldership, to exclude from this fellowship any person who persists in holding false or
heretical doctrine; or who obviously and persistently lives inconsistently with his Christian profession; or who
lives in violation of the law or public morals; or who walks disorderly; or any person who persists in disturbing
the unity and peace of this church. (See Matt. 18:15ff; I Cor. 5:1ff; II Thess. 3:6, 11-15; Rom. 16:17)
Section Five: Expectations of Members
A. MEANS OF GRACE—All public and private means of grace, such as regular attendance at the services of
the church, daily reading of the Bible, and private and family prayers, shall be pressed upon the members.
B. GOVERNMENT OF THE HOME—The church expects its members to follow the Scriptures in home
government. God has required that godliness in the home have high priority in every life. The home holds a
central attention in God's Law and is the object of frequent exhortations in the New Testament. Men are
expected to lead and guide their homes with gentleness and uprightness. Women must be subject to their
husbands. Parents must train up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4) through
holy example and biblical discipline. Family worship, bible memorization and catechizing are strongly
recommended as well as consistent education. Children must reverently obey their parents (Eph. 6:1). These
primary responsibilities, prayerfully executed, will honor the name of Christ in the community and strengthen
the cause of Christ in generations to come.
C. MISSIONS AND WITNESSING—It is the duty of every Christian and of every Church of Christ to seek
and extend the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Missionary efforts are the natural consequences of regeneration
(Psalm 51:10-14). "Preach the Gospel" is a frequently repeated command of Christ. It is the duty of every child
of God to witness by life and word. Personal efforts at witnessing in these ways for Christ are expected of
every member. Beyond this we are committed to common efforts for sending the Gospel to the ends of the
earth.
D. PRINCIPLES OF GIVING—We also assert our conviction that Christians are to support the work of the
Lord by offerings made to the local church. Proportionate giving is a distinct and positive command in
scripture (Malachi 3:8-11). Hence, we pledge ourselves to systematic contribution for the support of this
church with a proportion of our income, according to the principle in I Corinthians 16:2.
E. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY—We shall require of each other in our daily walks and behavior loyal obedience to
all those moral precepts established in the Word of God (Hebrews 10:24, 25). However, where God has not
prohibited certain practices in His Word, the Christian has liberty to participate in them. The following
principles must always guide the Christian's exercise of liberty:
1.   Fear of God—As the servant of Christ, all actions must be moved by a motive of love to God, and all
objects must be used for His glory. The term "liberty" is often used as a cloak of malicious selfindulgence, which is sin. (I Cor. 10:31; I Tim. 4:4, 5; I Peter 2:15, 16)
2.   Love of Brethren—Though no man may dictate to the Christian's conscience, the welfare of fellowsaints must always deeply affect his decisions. In a spirit of serving the brethren, he must do that
which he judges will edify them and prevent their stumbling (Gal. 5:13; I Cor. 10:23; I Cor. 8:9).
3.   Compassion for Sinners—Use of liberty must always be regulated by its effect upon sinners, and that
behavior chosen which is likely to win some to Christ (I Cor. 9:19-22).
4.   Watchfulness over the Soul—Though free in conscience to use all of God's creation, carefulness in
practice is demanded because of remaining lusts within believers. Where the Christian judges himself
weak through lust, he must abstain in order to perseverance. (I Cor. 9:23-27)
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Agros Church Mission Statement
& Statement of Faith
Agros Church Mission Statement:
“Agros Church exists to glorify God and magnify Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit through
teaching the whole counsel of God biblically, responding in worship to Him passionately,
discipling His people lovingly, and reaching the lost faithfully.”

Agros Church Statement of Faith:
We adopt as a reasonable expression of our faith the following “Agros Church Statement of
Faith.”
This statement of faith gives a concise explanation of some essential biblical doctrines. In
addition to this we also hold the Nicene Creed, Athanasian and the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith to be reasonable expressions of faith. In no way are any of these documents
equal to the infallible authority of the Word of God. Nevertheless, they are an assistance to us in
controversy, a confirmation in faith, and a means of edification in righteousness. In these creeds,
statements and confessions of faith the members of our church will have an arsenal of Scriptural
proofs that will allow them be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in them. (I Peter 3:15)
REVELATION
God has not left mankind without a witness to Himself. He has graciously chosen to make Himself known by
means of general and special revelations. General revelation is that revelation of God in which God graciously
chooses to make Himself known by means of the created order (plants, trees, stars, clouds, mountains, animals,
etc.), His dealings with humanity throughout history, the human mind and the facts of experience and personal
histories. Special revelation is that revelation of God in which God graciously chooses to make Himself known
through specific speech-acts in history, through symbols of His presence, the speech and writing of prophets
and apostles (making up what we now know as the Holy Bible) and foremost in the person of His Son Jesus
Christ who is Himself the very Word of God.
SCRIPTURE
The Holy Scriptures, or the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments contained in the protestant canon, are the
embodiment of God’s special revelation to mankind, in which He reveals all things that are necessary to
believe and to do in this life. The Bible not only contains but is the Word of God. The Scriptures have God
almighty as their author, the salvation of sinners as their end, and the truth (without any mixture of error) for
their contents. The Bible is and will continue to be the Word of God for all generations of humanity, simply
because of its inspired nature. Inspiration is the process of God whereby He chose to use human authors with
their own styles, backgrounds, experiences, vocabulary and minds, to set into writing everything necessary for
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faith and practice. Inspiration literally means that the Scriptures are God breathed and that its truly human
authors were carried along by the Holy Spirit of God as they wrote the contents of the Bible. Not only is the
Bible inspired and without error, but it is also sufficient. To say that the Bible is sufficient means that Scripture
is suitable to meet the moral and spiritual needs of all individuals and the Church. Saying that Scripture is
sufficient is to deny there is anything alongside of Scripture with a superior or equal authority.
GOD
There is one and only one God who is Lord and King of all, the Creator and Sustainer of all things, who made
all things both seen and unseen from nothing in the space of six days and all very good. This God exists as
three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. The Father is not the Son nor the Holy
Spirit; the Son is not the Father nor the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is not the Father nor the Son; yet all three
of these persons are God. These three divine persons are each eternal and co-exist as co-equals with one
another. Each person is the eternal God in co-existence with the other persons. The persons of this triune God
are equal with one another in power and authority. God the Son is eternally begotten of the Father and the Holy
Spirit eternally proceeds from both the Father and the Son. God the Father neither proceeds nor is begotten.
God is the all-powerful, all-knowing and everywhere-present source of all creation. In creating all things His
power and knowledge are neither diminished nor increased. God is by nature a spirit; eternal, invisible,
sovereign, infinite, immense, most holy, all wise and perfect in justice, truth and righteousness. He cannot be
tempted with evil and is in Himself light, in whom no darkness dwells at all. God is unchanging, immutable in
His purposes and promises; kind, gracious, loving, merciful and patient. In virtue of this, God is exalted above
all becoming, and is free from all accession or diminution and from all growth or decay in His being or
perfections. His moral principles and volitions remain forever the same.
ANGELS
God created not only the visible world but also the invisible world consisting of Angels. Angels are spiritual,
immortal, intelligent, possess morality, render worship, love and honor to God, possess real personality, defend
and minister to believers and contend with the Devil. The elect Angels remain in a state of goodness and
holiness, while others are fallen from their original state into a state of evil and wickedness. These fallen
angels, or demons, delight in opposing God and destroying His work. They seek to blind and lead astray, if
possible, even the elect and encourage sinners in their evil ways.
MAN2
Man was created by God, in His image, both male and female, a rational being, consisting of both body and
soul, having the law of God written upon their hearts, is the crown of all of God’s creation and was created to
both glorify and enjoy God. Man, having the law of God written upon his heart from creation, was also created
with the power to fulfill this law and being in the image of God was endued with knowledge, righteousness
and true holiness. In addition to the law written upon their hearts man also received a direct command from
God not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. While they kept this law, they remained happy, in
fellowship with God and enjoyed dominion over the creation.
SIN
Sin may be defined as any action or thought that is either contrary to or a transgression of the righteous law of
God. Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were seduced by Satan’s temptation to eat the forbidden fruit of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil and thus committed transgression against the law of God both given to them
verbally by God and written upon their heart. God in His holy and wise counsel was pleased to permit this sin
of our first parents for the furtherance of His own glory and was by no means caught off guard by it. By this
first sin man fell from his original righteousness, fellowship with God, became defiled in all his faculties and
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The term “Man” is used here to encompass all of mankind including both men and women.	
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parts of both soul and body and became completely dead to God in sin. Our first parents, being the root of all
mankind, the guilt of their sin was imputed to all their offspring along with death in sin and corruption of
nature conveyed to all humanity, descending from them by means of conception and birth. Through this
original corruption man is now utterly opposite to all spiritual good and completely inclined to all forms of evil
and from this nature springs all actual sins committed (both of omission and commission). The corruption of
man’s nature by sin continues and remains in regenerate Christians (though through and in Christ pardoned
and killed). Sin brings guilt upon the sinner, whereby he is liable to the wrath and judgment of God and curse
of the law and made subject to death with all of its spiritual, temporal and eternal miseries.
CHRIST
Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God and the sole Mediator between God and man. He is the second
person of the Trinity, being fully God and of one substance with the Father. At the fullness of time, the eternal
Son took upon Himself the nature of man in order to redeem mankind. He was thus conceived of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus is both truly God and truly man, yet is without sin. During His time
on earth, Jesus undertook the work of redemption. To accomplish this work, He fulfilled all the righteous
requirements of the law, endured unimaginable torments of soul and body, was crucified and died, remained in
the power of death for three days, rose again on the third day and ascended into Heaven. He now sits at the
right hand of His Father, making intercession for believers and awaiting the day of his return when he will
judge both men and angels. Through His obedience and sacrifice of Himself, Jesus fully satisfied the justice of
His Father, which not only purchased reconciliation to God, but eternal inheritance of the Kingdom of Heaven
for all those whom the Father has given Him.
THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, proceeding from the Father and the Son. He is fully God and
is Himself a distinct person from the Father and the Son. He spoke through the prophets and authors of the Old
and New Testament, thus completing God’s written revelation to mankind. The Holy Spirit also dwelled
within Christ during His time on earth, affirmed His Godhood, empowered Him to fulfill His ministry, and
resurrected Him from the dead. The Holy Spirit comes to dwell within every believer upon regeneration. The
work of the Holy Spirit is to manifest the presence of God on earth. This work comes in the form of bestowing
life to the spiritually dead, empowering saints to serve God, purifying believers through the process of
sanctification, teaching the truths found in the scriptures, providing guidance in the Christian life, providing
assurance of salvation and unifying believers in a godly atmosphere.
THE GOSPEL
The gospel (lit. good news) is the message of the work of God in fulfilling His Old Testament prophecies and
promises to deliver His people through a mediator king called the Messiah (or Christ). God did this through the
life, death and resurrection of the man Jesus of Nazareth whom God has declared both Christ and King. Man,
being left in a state of sin and open to the just wrath and judgment of God, was without hope and unable to
rectify or repair his dire situation by his own workings. Because it was man who sinned, it was man who
deserved to pay the penalty of sinning: death (both physical and spiritual). But God, because of His love with
which He loved us, through His wise, gracious and sovereign counsel, chose to become man in the person of
Jesus Christ to live as a man (in perfect accord to the law of God, always loving the Lord His God will all His
heart, mind, soul and strength) and on behalf of man, yet without sin. This He did that He might die the death
man deserved and as the God-man pay the penalty and debt of man’s sin. Jesus, after remaining dead for three
days, had His work approved of God (demonstrated in God’s raising Him from the dead), showing that He
fully satisfied the justice of God so that God might remain just and the justifier of sinners. Because of this
work of Jesus Christ, God is able to fully pardon and attribute righteousness to sinners who place their faith in
the work of Jesus.
FAITH
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Faith is an act of man, given as a gift of God, in which he trusts not in his own righteous works (which are as
filthy rags before God), nor in his ability to rescue himself, but in God alone who justifies the wicked in Jesus
Christ (who is the sole means through which we are saved). Faith both receives and rests in Jesus Christ’s
righteousness alone to be reconciled to God. Although we are not saved by works of the law, true saving faith
is always accompanied by good works and other evidences. Saving faith is not dead faith but works itself out
through love. Faith rests not only on the saving promises of God but also upon His promises of provision and
protection.
JUSTIFICATION
Those whom God calls through the gospel He also freely justifies. God does this by forgiving them of their
sins and accepting them as truly righteous persons; not due to anything done by them or created in them, but
for the sake of Christ alone. He accepts believers as truly righteous by imputing the obedience and satisfaction
of Jesus Christ to them, they receiving this by faith, which faith is not their own but the gift of God. Christ, by
His obedience in life and absorption of God’s wrath in death, completely discharged the debt owed by all those
who are justified. By doing this, Christ made a proper, real and full satisfaction of His Father’s justice on their
behalf. In this free, gracious justification both the exact justice and rich grace of God are displayed giving
glory to God Himself. Believers in the Old Testament were justified in same manner as in the New Testament
era.
THE CHURCH
The true Church of Jesus Christ is both visible (containing all those who profess the Christian faith) and
invisible (containing all those who have true saving faith in Christ, both on earth and in heaven). The Church
militant is that body of true believers here on earth and the Church triumphant is that body of true believers
now with God in heaven. Not all who claim to be part of the Church are the Church. The visible Church is
made up of all who profess to be a true Christian, both the saved and the unsaved. There are many in the
visible church who are not part of the invisible Church but all the invisible members are part of the visible. The
Church forms the body of Christ and will be given to Christ upon His return as a bride. Unto the visible church
is given the ministry and ordinances of God for the gathering and perfecting of believers. Christ is the head of
the church, both visible and invisible.
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Spiritual gifts are some of the means through which the Holy Spirit accomplishes His work within the body of
Christ. A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used for the furthering of
ministry and the edification of the saints. Each spiritual gift originates from the same source, which is the Holy
Spirit. They are given to individuals within the church for the common good of the church, and not for the
personal gain of the individual.
MEANS OF GRACE
Under the means of grace is contained both the ministry of the preaching of the word and the sacraments of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through the preaching of the word believers are built up in their faith, have
their minds renewed, are challenged, encouraged, rebuked and given everything necessary for them to be fully
equipped to live the Christian life. There are only two sacraments given to believers in the New Testament,
those of baptism and the Lord’s supper. These are signs and seals of the covenant of grace, instituted by God,
to represent Christ and His benefits and to confirm and build up our faith in Him. The sacraments also give a
visible distinction between those who belong to the Church and the rest of the world. Baptism is a New
Testament institution, ordained by Jesus Christ, that signifies the admission of the person baptized into the
visible Church; but it is also a sign and seal of the covenant of grace and all the benefits which belong to it,
namely, the engrafting into Christ, regeneration, forgiveness of sins and of a surrendering unto God through
Jesus Christ to walk in the newness of life. The outward element of baptism is water with which the person
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baptized is to be submerged. Only those who profess faith in Jesus Christ ought to be baptized. Baptism is not
to be neglected, as it is commanded for us to do, but salvation and grace do no depend upon it. Baptism is to be
conducted in the name of Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion/Eucharist,
was instituted by our Lord Jesus on the night He was betrayed giving visible signs of His body and blood to be
a perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of Himself in His death and is to be observed in His Church until the
end of the world. Through this sacrament, the believer’s faith is strengthened. The Lord’s supper is in no way
another sacrifice of Christ nor do the elements become anything else than bread and wine representative of the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given for us.
EVANGELISM
Jesus began His earthly ministry with the promise that His disciples would be fishers of men, and He ended it
with a command for all His disciples to go out and make more disciples throughout all the earth. Evangelism is
the first step in this process of discipleship. In order to know, follow, and obey Jesus, a person must first hear
the gospel. While there are some who are called exclusively into the ministry of preaching, we believe that all
Christians are called upon to take part in God’s redemptive plan not only by sharing the gospel verbally, but by
cultivating a life that displays the gospel. Believers live before a watching a world and this should encourage
believers to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord so that what they proclaim may be proven by how they live.
PRAYER
Prayer is the lifeblood of the Christian. Believers are exhorted by the Apostle Paul, “devote yourselves to
prayer.” To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing. The Christian
faith believes in a God who reconciles His people to Himself not only to save them from hell, but also to
reestablish a lost relationship here and now that grows and deepens into eternity. This relationship consists of
the communion between man and God, empowered by the Holy Spirit who indwells believers and helps them
in prayer even when they do not know what to pray for. Prayer is to be done corporately in a spirit of unity,
privately and at all times and places. True prayer approaches God not as a spiritual genie, bargaining with Him
or just asking for things, nor does it babble but adores Him, confesses sin, aligns the life of the believer to
God’s will, is done out of a sense of urgent need, and thanks Him for who He is and what He has done.
WORSHIP
Worship is communion with the God of the Bible wherein believers, empowered by the Holy Spirit focus their
mind’s attention and their heart’s affection on the one true God, and display acts of adoration through various
means of expression, most commonly in a corporate setting, through the preaching of the word and song,
singing with joy from the heart. To worship God is first and foremost to offer Him the glory and praise He
deserves. Through worship, God is put on display to non-believers and to believers who are prompted to enjoy
the truths of God in an experiential way. Worship is a weapon against Satan and His schemes which helps
believers take their thoughts captive to Christ, breaking strongholds through the joyful declaration of the word
and deeds of God through song. In the life of the believer, worship is an act to be lived out on a constant basis,
being clothed with Christ daily and doing all things to His glory.
ESCHATOLOGY
After death, the bodies of men return to the dust from which they were taken, but their souls (which neither die
nor sleep), having an immortal being, immediately return to God who created them. The souls of believers,
having been made perfect in holiness at death, are received into the highest heavens where they behold the face
of God in light and glory waiting for the redemption of their bodies. The souls of non-believers are cast into
hell where they are continually and consciously tormented day and night in utter darkness, awaiting the
judgment of that great day when God will judge the world in righteousness. Outside of these two places,
Scripture acknowledges no other place where the dead may go. God has appointed a day where he will judge
the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given by the Father. At this
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day, not only will the unholy angels be judged but also everyone who has ever lived shall appear at the tribunal
of Christ to give and account of their thoughts, words and deeds and to receive according to what they have
done in the body, whether good or evil. At the last day, those believers who are found alive shall not die but be
changed and the dead will be raised up with the same bodies they had in life, only with different qualities,
which shall be united again to their souls forever. Then the righteous believers will go into everlasting life and
receive fullness of joy and refreshing which shall come from the presence of the Lord, whereas, the wicked
non-believers, who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments
and be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power;
this is the second death.

	
  

